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House of Burgess: Missouri’s state of pre- 
emergency 


Impending grand jury announcement sure to bring unrest 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


It didn’t have to go down like this. There were so many opportunities for 


officials to stop what happened Monday night in Ferguson, Missouri. 


From the moment a dozen shots rang out from the gun of Officer Darren 
Wilson Aug. 9, it seems nearly every decision made by authorities was 
custom-designed in a laboratory to infuriate a heartbroken populace. The 


decision to leave the body of unarmed African-African teenager Michael 


Brown in the summer sun for more than four hours, in plain view of the 


entire neighborhood, didn’t kick things off to a great start. 


“Tt’s not necessary to leave a body in a public place for that many hours, 
particularly given the temperature and the fact that people are around,” Dr. 
Michael M. Baden, the former New York City chief medical examiner who 
was hired by the Brown family’s lawyers to do an autopsy, told Julie Bosman 
and Joseph Goldstein in The New York Times Aug. 23. “There is no forensic 


reason for doing that.” 


Any time a new piece of information in the case was revealed, a 
complimentary attack was levied. As I wrote in my Nov. 5 column, 
“Ferguson flight ban targeted media,” when Ferguson Police Chief Tom 
Jackson released Wilson’s name Aug. 15, he simultaneously announced 
Brown was a suspect in the strong-armed robbery at Ferguson Market & 


Liquor minutes before the shooting. 


And then there was the grand jury announcement itself. As I wrote in last 
week’s column, “Missouri’s state of pre-emergency,” it was pretty clear 
what was going to happen. Yet, authorities somehow managed the trick of 
clearly broadcasting the impending outcome while simultaneously throwing 
the populace into confusion on when it would be announced. Officials 
completely disregarded requests from groups, including the Don’t Shoot 


Coalition, for 36-hours notice to attempt to soothe protesters. 


Prosecutor Robert McCullough dropped the news of no indictment and 
4,799 pages of grand jury transcripts like a ton of bricks at 9 p.m. Monday 
during a bizarre 25-minute-long press conference. “The most significant 
challenge encountered in this investigation has been the 24-hour news cycle 
and its insatiable appetite for something, for anything to talk about,” 
McCullough said. “Following close behind was the nonstop rumors on social 


media.” 


It was the worst news delivered in the worst way at the worst time. What 
did they think was going to happen? Things went all pear-shaped very 


quickly. 


Complimentary protests erupted in cities around the country, including 
Chicago; Los Angeles; New York; Oakland, California; Philadelphia; Seattle; 
St. Louis; and Washington, D.C., among others. Just before midnight, 
Ferguson Mayor James Knowles asked on KMOX for the governor to deploy 
the National Guard. Dumpsters, trash cans and all manner of vehicles 
(police cruisers, civilian sedans and car dealership vehicles) burned. 
Businesses were looted, including McDonald’s, O’Reilly Auto Parts, Toys “R” 
Us, BP, The Crossings at Halls Ferry, Corner Coffee House and London’s 
Wing House. Other businesses were burned, including Phillips 66, TitleMax, 
Juanita’s Fashions R Boutique, Metro PCS, Little Caesars, Enterprise Rent- 
A-Car, Advance Auto Parts, Walgreens, Auto Zone, Beauty Town, Ferguson 


Market & Liquor and HealSTL. 


Any hope now of indictment will take an intervention of the federal 
government. “The Justice Department still has two opportunities to bring 
criminal charges and overhaul the Ferguson Police Department in the case 
that grew from the fatal police shooting of Michael Brown,” reported The 
Washington Post’s Sari Horwitz Monday. “In September, Attorney General 
Eric H. Holder Jr. launched a federal investigation of the Missouri city’s 
police force. ... The Civil Rights Division is conducting a separate 


investigation.” 


What happened Monday night wasn’t even the result of Wilson’s trial, just 
whether there was going to be one at all. If Wilson is really not guilty, let 
him have the trial Michael Brown never received. This isn’t justice. It wasn’t 


even allowed in the building. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


